
 

 
Town of Swanzey Community Power Committee   Draft Minutes 
May 5, 2022 
Page 1 of 2 
 

 Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Swanzey Community Power Committee 

Meeting Minutes – May 5, 2022 
Whitcomb Hall, Main Street, Swanzey, NH 

 
Note: Draft Minutes are subject to review, correction and approval by the Committee. Review and approval of Minutes generally 
takes place at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Committee.  
 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting of the Swanzey Community Power Committee was called to order at 4:05 p.m. by Town 
Administrator Michael Branley. Members present: Cheri Domina, Barbara Skuly and Bob Audette. 
 
Others Present:  Town Administrator Michael Branley, Administrative Assistant Jenna Fraunfelder, Town 
Planner Sarah Bollinger, Bob Hayden and Emily Manns from Standard Power 
 
DISCUSSION 
This meeting took place to give the committee an update on where the Community Power Plan stands at 
the State level.  
 
Bob Hayden discussed a bill that passed on the 26th of August 2021. He explained the Town’s prior 
community power timeline that the committee last knew of. He stated at that time, we had a chance of 
getting everything in place for January 1, with hopes of launching a month ago in April 2022. Unfortunately, 
the most recent State Budget bill that was signed split the Public Utilities Commission (PUC) into the PUC 
and the Department of Energy (DOE), so it made two separate entities out of one. That caused staff 
turnover and people moving into new roles, so now both entities are shorthanded and are struggling a bit. 
 
Hayden stated there have been two public sessions on community power and there's been a little bit of 
data contested from the original settlement that was presided over by Mike Vose and that the governor 
had signed on to. So it has taken a while and now the DOE is expected to present a set of rules any day 
now, hopefully, within the next couple of weeks. Those rules could be looked at by people like us, the 
community power coalition, the third party suppliers, and other stakeholders could review it and hopefully 
come to a consensus. Or the meeting could be contentious where a lot of the people disagree. If there is 
not a consensus, there could be an adjudicated process, which would take more time.  
 
Hayden mentioned the lot on West Swanzey Road where the Town has entered into a payment in lieu of 
taxes (PILOT) agreement for a proposed solar project. Audette and Skuly asked when the agreement 
happened. Branley stated it was late 2021 or early 2022. Branley said the value that we negotiated per 
megawatt. Hayden said the project was originally put together for a similar aggregation in Massachusetts, 
who would have benefited from the RECs and power.  This has fallen through and the benefit to the 
community power plan of the renewable energy may be available to Swanzey.  
 
There was a brief discussion on the split up of the DOE and PUC.  Manns mentioned that it could be good 
news, but we're not sure how it's going to work. Because the DOE, could do policy and accept federal 
money and do sensible things at the state level in and have research arm and do things that we didn't have 
the capability of doing before. Hayden stated the best example is being able to accept federal and other 
funds through the DOE towards renewable energy.   
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Domina asked what the committee can do in the next month or two. Branley asked Hayden if he think 
around August the Community Power Plan might be up and running? Hayden said that is the soonest it may 
be up and running.  If there is an adjudicated process it can take a long time, which will push everything 
back. Domina asked if we can talk to our local legislators to put pressure on the DOE. Mann stated that 
Standard Power did put a little pressure on the PUC by filing Keene’s plan. Hayden encouraged committee 
members to push the PUC and DOE along.  Branley asked if Hayden had a sample letter to State 
Representatives. Hayden stated they didn’t because no one else has asked to do this. Branley stated at the 
next meeting we can go over talking points for a letter.  
 
Branley noted that the Community Power Committee’s term has expired and tey should think about their 
interest in transitioning to an energy committee.  He handed out an example charge from the Town of 
Exeter’s Energy Committee and asked members to review the info and think about what role they might 
like to play moving forward.   
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Jenna Fraunfelder 
Administrative Assistant  


